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NH CITIZENS TO SENATORS: EXPAND MEDICAID NOW – NH CAN’T WAIT 

Local voices, stories highlighted at event in Claremont 

 

CLAREMONT, NH – On the day before the Senate’s budget vote, New Hampshire citizens are applying pressure to the 

legislators. They’re hoping to urge senators to accept federal funds to expand Medicaid in New Hampshire. 

Healthcare and business professionals and concerned New Hampshire citizens together called on state lawmakers to 

expand Medicaid to the low-income, hard-working individuals who are uninsured. 

“The number that we’re talking about is not an insignificant number,” said West Central Behavioral Health Executive 

Director Suellen Griffin. “58,000 people in the state of New Hampshire are uninsured.” 

Griffin was the first speaker at the morning event in the Claremont Opera House atrium. She responded to general 

arguments from Medicaid expansion opponents who are concerned about whether or not New Hampshire can afford 

to expand Medicaid.  

“With this particular plan, the money coming into the state would be from the federal government,” she said, adding 

that the issue is a moral obligation that is broader than finances. 

Cheshire Medical Center’s Director of Community Health Clinical Integration Dr. Rudy Fedrizzi touched on how the 

goal of Cheshire County’s initiative Vision 2020, “Know our Neighbors” goes hand-in-hand with the need for Medicaid 

expansion.  “The idea that there are 13,000 of my neighbors [in Cheshire County] uninsured is unacceptable to me. 

And it should be unacceptable to you,” he said. 

“We would like to be able to say to people, ‘You can come into treatment now,’ the way we do for other diseases,” 

said Amelie Gooding, who is the program director at Phoenix House Keene and also a member of the Governor’s 

Commission on Drug Abuse Prevention, Intervention, and Treatment. Unfortunately now people who call Phoenix 

Houses across New Hampshire and are accepted into treatment must be put on a waiting list, which is about four 

weeks. “And very often, what we hear from them is ‘I’ll be dead in four weeks,’” she said.  
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New Hampshire has some of the highest rates of alcohol and substance abuse in the U.S. and has some of the lowest 

rates of access to treatment, but expanding Medicaid can change those numbers Gooding said. 

Patti Harford, director of Early Childhood Education at Cinnamon Street Early Education and Childcare Center, spoke 

about a time in 2008 when the center could no longer afford to provide health insurance to its teachers. “At the 

same time that our Board of Directors was passing out this letter explaining that [teachers’] benefits were cut (along 

with a 4 percent pay cut), we handed out applications for food stamps and Medicaid. Perhaps their children could get 

coverage,” she said.  

 “These people are very important to our community and yet we can’t offer them health insurance,” Harford said, 

adding that by expanding Medicaid, many Cinnamon Street workers would be eligible for health insurance. 

The comments by the speakers precede a vote by the NH Senate on June 6 about whether to include Medicaid 

expansion in the state budget bills for FY 2014-2015. The Senate Finance Committee voted last month to recommend 

that the expansion not be included in the bills and voted to approve an amendment that instead would establish a 

study commission. 

About New Futures 

New Futures is a non-profit, non-partisan organization that advocates, educates and collaborates to reduce alcohol 

and other drug problems in New Hampshire. 


