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New Futures Statement – 2014-15 Budget Approved by Committee of Conference 

Linda Saunders Paquette 

 

 The 2014-15 state budget approved yesterday by the Committee of Conference on 

HB 1 and 2 does little to address the serious problem of substance abuse in New 

Hampshire.  The negative consequences of substance abuse are evident in the health of 

New Hampshire’s population and the state’s economy. New Hampshire ranks No. 1 in 

the country in underage alcohol use, and prescription drug abuse in New Hampshire 

claims more lives than automobile fatalities. In New Hampshire, 1 in 10 people are in 

need of substance abuse treatment, but New Hampshire ranks second to last in the 

country when it comes to the accessibility of substance abuse treatment for those who 

need it. In addition, excessive alcohol consumption costs New Hampshire $1.15 billion 

each year, with more than two-thirds of that attributable to lost workforce productivity.  

 

Although the committee approved a $500,000 increase in the Alcohol Fund for 2014-15, 

it’s far from fully funded. If the Alcohol Fund were fully funded according the statutory 

formula, approximately $17 million would be available for substance abuse prevention 

and treatment services over the upcoming biennium.  

 

Additionally, delaying implementation of Medicaid expansion, as approved by the 

committee, has a direct impact on the health of New Hampshire’s citizens and economy. 

Medicaid expansion includes a substance use disorder benefit and would provide access 

to treatment for approximately 8,000 New Hampshire citizens. New Futures urges the 

Medicaid Expansion Commission created by the committee of conference to expedite its 

work and recommend implementation of Medicaid expansion in order to increase access 

to substance abuse treatment for the thousands of New Hampshire citizens in need. 
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