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New Futures is a nonpartisan, nonprofit organization that advocates,   

educates and collaborates to prevent and reduce alcohol and other drug 

problems in New Hampshire. New Futures envisions a State and local 

communities where public policies support prevention, treatment and   

recovery oriented efforts to reduce alcohol and other drug problems.  
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Staff Contacts 

Linda Paquette 

Executive Director 

Tricia Lucas 

Advocacy Director 

Sarah Sadowski 

Community Engagement 

Director 

Michele Merritt 

Policy Director 

April Couture 

Office Manager 

Joe Gallagher 

Communications 

Coordinator 

Media Relations Main Number: (603)225-9540 Ext. 107  

      

     Office Phone  E-mail Address 

Linda Saunders Paquette  603-225-9540 Ext.101 lpaquette@new-futures.org  

Tricia Lucas    603-225-9540 Ext. 110 tlucas@new-futures.org 

Sarah Sadowski   603-225-9540 Ext. 104 ssadowski@new-futures.org 

Effie Malley    603-225-9540 Ext. 119 emalley@new-futures.org 

Michele Merritt   603-225-9540 Ext. 109 mmerritt@new-futures.org 

April Couture    603-225-9540 Ext. 114 acouture@new-futures.org 

Joe Gallagher   603-225-9540 Ext. 107 jgallagher@new-futures.org 
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The NH Health Protection Plan 

SENATE BILL 413. The New Hampshire Health Protection Plan 

SB 413 established the NH Health Protection Program which provides a coordinated strategy 

to access private insurance coverage for uninsured low-income New Hampshire citizens with 

incomes up to 133% of the Federal Poverty Level, using available cost-effective healthcare 

coverage options for Medicaid newly eligible individuals at the earliest available date.   

 

New Futures joined numerous other business, nonprofit, and healthcare organizations in 

strong support of SB 413, New Hampshire’s version of Medicaid Expansion, because it will 

provide access to health insurance coverage to 50,000 low income residents, enabling an  

estimated 7000 – 8000 residents to obtain needed substance use disorder treatment and  

recovery services.  SB 413 passed both the House and Senate and was signed by Governor 

Hassan in March. The Department of Health and Human Services is responsible for the      

implementation of SB 413 and is working to obtain the necessary federal waivers to operate 

the program, provide outreach and education to those 50,000 citizens eligible for the        

program, and ensure that there is an adequate network of providers to serve the newly      

eligible population.   

 

*SB 413 mandates that DHHS seek what is known as an 

1115 demonstration waiver from the Center For         

Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS). DHHS filed the 

waiver request at the beginning of June 2014. If the    

waiver is granted, federal funds will become available to    

support expanding and integrating substance use         

disorder services,  expanding the SUD workforce, and   

expanding services for Children’s Behavioral Health. 
 

For more information on New Hampshire drug and alcohol policy visit www.new-futures.org  
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New Futures supports increasing access to public and private insurance coverage for SUD treatment.     

 

 

Increasing Access to SUD Treatment 

Substance Use Disorder Coverage for Current Medicaid Population 

New Futures supports extending coverage for Substance Use Disorder Treatment to the current Medicaid 

population because it would provide current Medicaid beneficiaries with access to needed behavioral 

health treatment. As part of Medicaid Managed Care Implementation “Step Two,” Substance Use Disorder 

coverage for the existing Medicaid population was expected to begin by December 2014. However, on April 

3rd 2014, Governor Hassan announced that “Step Two” of Managed Care Implementation was being       

delayed indefinitely. The Department of Health and Human Services is expected to present a new timeline 

for the implementation of “Step Two” this summer. It is unclear whether the extension of substance use 

disorder benefits to existing Medicaid beneficiaries is still connected to Step Two managed care. 

 

Implementation of Medicaid Managed Care 

New Futures supports the implementation of Medicaid Care Management in New Hampshire because this 

service delivery model has the potential for improving quality of care while at the same time reducing 

healthcare costs. Medicaid Managed Care Implementation began in late 2013; however, the program has 

not yet been fully implemented.  

 

Implementation of Affordable Care Act (Marketplace) 

New Futures supports the Implementation of the ACA and the Marketplace in New Hampshire because   

under the ACA Substance Use Disorder Services are listed as an Essential Health Benefit; insurers on the 

Marketplace are required to provide a Substance Use Disorder benefit at parity to all enrollees. Enrollment 

in the State’s Marketplace began in late 2013, continuing until March 2014. In total, over 40,000 Granite 

State residents signed up for coverage and now have access to Substance Use Disorder services. 

 

For more information on New Hampshire drug and alcohol policy visit www.new-futures.org  
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Funding Prevention, Treatment, & Recovery 

SENATE BILL 254. Organizational changes to the Commission 

SB 254 prioritizes organizational changes to the Governor’s           
Commission. The bill strengthens the Commission’s efforts to 
obtain additional state funding for alcohol and other drug   
prevention, treatment and recovery services during the 2015 
legislative/budget session.   

 

The Governor’s Commission is responsible for developing the 
state’s strategic plan to reduce alcohol and other drug misuse, 
promoting recovery, and for the administration of the Alcohol 
Abuse Prevention and Treatment Fund (the “Alcohol Fund”). 

 

The Alcohol Fund provides state funding for prevention,    
treatment, and recovery services.  New Futures supports SB 
254 and the work of the Governor’s Commission as it moves 
forward to seek the necessary resources in SFY 2016/2017 to 
implement its 2013 – 2017 Strategic Plan (Collective Action 
Collective Impact). SB 254 passed both the House and Senate 
and was signed by the  Governor on May 23, 2014.  

 

 

 

 

 

Strengthening the Governor’s Commission on Alcohol and Drug Abuse, Prevention, Treatment and Recovery 

 

For more information on New Hampshire drug and alcohol policy visit www.new-futures.org  

“Alcohol treatment and prevention is likely to have a greater 

long-term economic impact than nearly all other strategies to 

improve the performance of the New Hampshire economy,”  

---PolEcon Research: The High Cost of Excessive Alcohol Consumption in New Hampshire 
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New Futures worked to defeat legislation that would adversely affect youth, businesses, and communities. 

 

Marijuana 

   HOUSE BILL 492. Legalization of marijuana  

 HB 492 would have legalized all components of a for profit           
marijuana business enterprise in New Hampshire, enabling the    
cultivation and manufacturing of marijuana products for               
distribution and sale at retail stores across New Hampshire. New 
Futures was joined by the New Hampshire Medical Society, state 
and local law enforcement groups, state and regional public health 
organizations, the Business and  Industry Association, and             
numerous community prevention groups in opposition to HB 492.  
The bill was opposed because of the harm to business, children and 
young adults, and our communities. In addition, the regulatory and       
taxation structure provided in HB 492 was wholly inadequate. The 
House voted 192 – 140 to kill HB 492.  

       

       

HOUSE BILL 1625. Decriminalization of marijuana 

Under “decriminalization” the production, sale, and distribution of marijuana would remain 
illegal and subject to criminal penalties. But, the penalties for the possession of small 
amounts of marijuana are reduced and treated as civil matters rather than criminal 
matters. When examining decriminalization legislation the devil is in the details, including 
how much is a “small amount” (once ounce = 40 – 60 joints), what constitutes “personal 
use,” and the nature of the civil sanctions. New Futures, law enforcement, and public 
health and community safety advocates opposed HB 1625 because of its impact on youth 
access and lack of clarity. HB 1625 died when the Senate refused to accept the bill as 
passed by the House. 

 

For more information on New Hampshire drug and alcohol policy visit www.new-futures.org  
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In 2013 New Hampshire passed HB 573 (relative to the use of cannabis for therapeutic purposes) which provided for 

licensing of four nonprofit alternative treatment centers to grow and sell cannabis to individuals with registry ID cards 

certifying that their medical conditions and symptoms came within the statutory definition of a qualifying condition.  

HB 573 assigned the responsibility for the implementation of the program to the Department of Health and Human 

Services and created an advisory council to oversee and assist the department with implementation of the program. 

The program is on schedule to become operational  within the time frames set forth in the bill. In 2014, five separate 

bills were introduced to amend various provisions of HB 573. New Futures took a position on only HB 1622. 

   HOUSE BILL 1622. Cultivation of cannabis for therapeutic use  

 HB 1622 would permit qualifying patients and registered caregivers 
to cultivate cannabis for therapeutic use. New Futures opposed the 
“grow your own” amendment because of its potential to                
significantly undermine the carefully negotiated and narrowly 
drawn   program created by HB 573. HB 1622 passed the house by 
a vote of 227—73 but the Senate referred it to Interim Study.         

   HOUSE BILL 1616. Changing therapeutic cannabis laws  

 HB 1616 proposed numerous changes to the therapeutic cannabis 
program. Because of the number of changes and the potential      
impact on the implementation of the program created in 2013, the 
House voted to send HB 1616 to Interim Study.  

     HOUSE BILL 1623. Advertising therapeutic cannabis   

 HB 1623 would prohibit a licensed alternative treatment center 
from advertising therapeutic cannabis. Due to vague language on 
the bill and the fact that current law authorizes the Department of 
Health and Human Services to write administrative rules with      
respect to advertising therapeutic cannabis, the House voted HB 
1623 Inexpedient to Legislate. 

 

 

Therapeutic Cannabis 

 

For more information on New Hampshire drug and alcohol policy visit www.new-futures.org  
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Two bills proposing technical changes to the therapeutic cannabis program passed both House and Senate and are 

awaiting action by Governor Hassan—HB 1296 and SB 234.  

    

   HOUSE BILL 1296. Therapeutic cannabis use advisory council  

 HB 1296 adds a member of the New Hampshire Association of Chiefs 
of Police to the Therapeutic Use of Cannabis Advisory Council and 
limits the eligibility of the public members appointed to the council.  

    

 

   SENATE BILL 234. Procedural changes to law governing cannabis  

 SB 234 modifies requirements for submitting a criminal history      
records check to the division of state police and for rendering a      
decision on a designated caregiver’s application. It repeals a          
provision requiring information submitted to an alternative          
treatment center regarding locations where the cannabis is           
proposed to be grown,   cultivated, or harvested to be confidential.   

      

       

 

Therapeutic Cannabis continued... 

 

For more information on New Hampshire drug and alcohol policy visit www.new-futures.org  
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Synthetic drugs are available at gas stations, convenience stores, tobacco shops, head shops, other retail stores, and 

over the internet.  Although marked “not for human consumption”, they are marketed as a “legal” high and generally 

not detected by drug tests.   

The first of the two general categories of synthetics – synthetic cathenones – are stimulant/hallucinogens sold under 

the guise of “bath salts” or “plant food” with such names as “Ivory Wave”, “Purple Wave”, “Vanilla Sky” , or “Bliss”.  

These products bear absolutely no resemblance to what we normally think of as “bath salts” or “plant food” and come 

in small packages of one ounce or less. Synthetic cathenones are perceived to mimic cocaine, LSD, MDMA, and/or 

methamphetamine. Users have reported impaired perception, reduced motor control, distortion, extreme paranoia, 

and violent episodes.   

The second general category of synthetics - synthetic cannabinoids – consist of plant material that has been sprayed/

coated with psychoactive compounds (mixed with acetone) that mimic THC (the active ingredient in marijuana), but in 

many cases are far more potent and dangerous than marijuana.  Sold under names such as “K2”, “Blaze”, “Red X 

Dawn”, they are labeled as “incense”, but bear no resemblance to legitimate incense products.  Because synthetics 

present a significant problem in New Hampshire communities, there were a number of bills in 2014 seeking to ban or 

restrict their sale.  Although none of the 2014 bills were able to address the complexity of the issue, SB 384 was 

amended to create a study committee to continue to work on the issue. Because New Futures is concerned about    

these substances, we will support the work of the study committee over the summer.  

   HOUSE BILL 1611. Adding products to the controlled drug act  

 HB 1611 was killed in the House. 

   HOUSE BILL 1446. Relative to synthetic marijuana  

 HB 1446 was referred to Interim Study in the House Health, Human 
Services, and Elderly Affairs Committee.  

     SENATE BILL 384. Studying regulation and control of synthetics  

 SB 384 establishes a committee to study how to regulate and     
control synthetic drugs in new Hampshire passed both the House 
and Senate and is awaiting action by the Governor.  

 

       

 

Synthetic Drugs 
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Prescription Monitoring Program 

New Futures believes that research clearly shows that the creation of a secure electronic 

system to monitor the prescribing and dispensing of controlled prescription drugs is an      

important tool in addressing the abuse of controlled prescription drugs.  Below are recent 

updates to the Prescription Monitoring Program. 

 

 PMP Administrative Rules have been adopted by the Pharmacy Board. 

 

 The Pharmacy Board has hired a staff member to implement and coordinate 
the PMP program.    

 

 PMP Advisory Council is working to develop a financial sustainability plan for 
the program. 

 

 The Pharmacy Board has issued an RFP for a vendor to implement and          
operate the program. Proposals have been received and presentations by   
vendors have been held. Under the supervision of the Department of            
Information Technology, the vendor proposals were evaluated. It is                
anticipated that the contract with the selected vendor will be presented to 
Governor and Council for approval not later than the end of July. 

 

 

 

For more information on New Hampshire drug and alcohol policy visit www.new-futures.org  
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    HOUSE BILL 118. Immunity for seeking help during overdose  

 HB 118 would provide immunity from criminal prosecution for    
people seeking medical assistance with an emergency drug or       
alcohol   overdose event. New Futures supports careful review of 
possible Good Samaritan legislation but opposed HB 118 because 
the bill had significant flaws. The Senate amended HB 118 to create 
a study committee. As the result of several procedural actions, HB 
118 died in the house.   

 

   HOUSE BILL 1159.  Immunity for seeking help during overdose 

 HB 1159 was identical to HB 118, as introduced in 2013. Because HB 
1159 was a flawed bill, New Futures supported further study of the 
concept. The Senate voted to refer the bill to Interim Study. New  
Futures will work to ensure that the interim study activity does take 
place.  

 

     Access to Naloxone(narcan). Overdose prevention drug   

 A recent increase in heroin overdose deaths in New Hampshire      
resulted in discussions between members of the legislative and     
executive branches; state, county, and local law enforcement; and 
members of the medical, treatment, and prevention communities 
concerning whether access to the heroin antagonist Naloxone 
should be expanded and, if so, who should have access to naloxone 
and under what circumstances.  It is anticipated that legislation will 
be introduced in 2015.  In the meantime, the Department of Safety 
is working to train and certify all licensed emergency medical        
services providers to be able carry and administer naloxone.   

 

 

 

Good Samaritan Legislation 
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In 2014, New Futures worked to defeat legislation that would adversely affect underage youth, public health 

and safety, and undermine New Hampshire’s status as a control state.   

 

Alcohol Advertising 

 

SENATE BILL 329. Advertising alcohol on billboards 

SB 329 would have removed all restrictions on billboard             

advertising of alcohol and would permit alcohol brand advertising 

on New Hampshire billboards. Research conclusively established 

that exposure to alcohol advertising affects that age at which 

youth initiate alcohol use and how much they consume.           

New Futures and several unusual allies (the Beer Distributors of 

New Hampshire and Granite State Brewers) opposed the bill as 

harmful to our youth and harmful to the image of our state as a     

family friendly tourist destination. The bill did not have local    

support. The Senate voted 13 – 11 to pass the bill. The House   

voted 193 – 164 to kill the bill.  

 

HOUSE BILL 1276. Alcoholic beverage advertising restrictions   

HB 1276 would  have repealed advertising restrictions on           

referencing and depicting minors. New Futures successfully       

opposed HB 1276 because of the negative impact on youth in our 

state.   
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In 2014, New Futures worked to defeat legislation that would adversely affect underage youth, public health 

and safety, and undermine New Hampshire’s status as a control state.   

 

Underage Alcohol Problems 

HOUSE BILL 1486. Reducing fines for underage possession 

HB 1486 would have reduced the fines for underage possession 

or consumption of alcoholic beverages. New Futures opposed HB 

1486 because of the negative message that a reduction in fines 

conveys to youth about youth use and misuse of alcohol. The 

House voted 251—68 to kill the bill.  

HOUSE BILL 1436. Unlawful possession of alcohol   

HB 1436 would have created several exceptions to the existing 

law that prohibits possession of alcohol by any person under age 

21, including an exception that would permit possession by        

individuals between 18 and 21 at a private party. The House     

voted 217—113 to lay HB 1436 on the table, effectively killing it. 

HOUSE BILL 1437. License revocation for drugs or alcohol  

HB 1437 would have eliminated the court’s authority to revoke a 

driver’s license of a person under 21 years of age to only those 

offences involving the operation of a motor vehicle. New Futures 

opposed HB 1437 because the potential loss of a driver’s license 

is an effective tool in discouraging youth alcohol misuse. The 

House voted to kill HB 1437  by a vote of 180—109.  
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In 2014, New Futures worked to defeat legislation that would adversely affect underage youth, public health 

and safety, and undermine New Hampshire’s status as a control state.   

 

Underage Alcohol Problems continued... 

 

 

HOUSE BILL 1301. Transportation of alcohol by a minor 

HB 1301 would have changed existing law that does not allow a minor to be in a vehicle in 

which alcohol is being transported—unless an adult who is the minor’s parent, legal      

guardian, or legal aged spouse is also in the vehicle. HB 1301 would have permitted         

transportation of alcohol with a minor in the vehicle so long as there was a  legal aged adult 

in the vehicle. The House voted to pass the bill and the Senate voted to kill the bill.   
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In 2014, New Futures worked to defeat legislation that would adversely affect underage youth, undermine 

New Hampshire’s status as a control state, and balance profit with regulation and control.   

 

Alcohol Manufacturing and Sales 

 

 

HOUSE BILL 120. Hours of sale 

HB 120 would have expanded the hours that grocery and         

convenience stores could sell alcohol from 11:45 PM to 1:00 AM. 

New Futures opposed HB 120 because of increased risk to public 

health and safety. The House voted killed the bill 170—156. 

 

SENATE BILL 257. Studying refillable containers  

SB 257 would have permitted convenience stores and grocery 

stores to sell beer in refillable containers (growlers). New Futures 

opposed SB 257 as introduced because of significant concerns 

about the public health and safety of filling containers from beer 

taps located in such stores. The Senate replaced the original bill 

with a study committee and the House agreed. New Futures will 

be paying careful attention to the work of the study commission.  
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